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THE elder Lord Lyttleton wrote a tract on the conver~ :, a" 
sion gnd apostleship of this extraordinary man, and proved, at i 
toa mor*l demonstration, the truth and divinity of the aah 
Scriptures, from the circumstances of his conversion and t | 
life. But as that work has fallen into comparatively few : 
hands, and besides his Lordship did not intend to exhibit 
the character of the apostle as well before as after his con- 
version, it will not be uninteresting to take a short survey 
of one who acted such a conspicuous part in the early his- 3 
tory of Christianity. 
We will consider, BAF 
I. His life and character before his conversion. ‘aed 
If. The change that this event effected in his views 
and purposes. lhe 
If. His apostleship, or his life after his conversion. Bee 
I. While he was at Damascus, Ananias, a discipie, was 
commanded ina vision to go and inquire for him. Anz- i! 
nias scemed to object on account of the violences which he hoe 
had committed in times past. His objections were how- ry 
ever removed by this declaration irom the Lord, ** He is Ha 
2x chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gren- : ‘i r 
tiles, and kings, amd ihe childron of dsrael-" When Cpe TRE 
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assigns an important work to any one, he fits him for the 
part which he has to act. Luther, the reformer, wsv en- 
dued with an inflexibility of temper which, in a peculiar 
manner, fitted him as an instrument to change the religious 
staie of the wor!d. 

A most arduous work was assigned to St. Paul. God 
had chosen him to act a part, in which he must combat re- 
ligious establishments which had been venerated for ages. 
He must at once prociaim hostility against the idolatry of 
the Geutiles, and the deep rooted prejudices of the Jews. 
This required a fortitude and inflexibility of mind which is 
rarely found in any man. But the whole tenor of his life 
s)icws, that he possessed this peculiarity of temper, which 
fitted him to surmount great difficulties, and to face opposi- 
tion without dismay. There are men who may be called 
passive or negative characters. Their minds are imcapa- 
bie of receiving strong impressions from any object 
Hence they never engage in any thing with zeal, and they 
are easily diverted from their purpose. Diffrcultics dis 
eourage, and dangers appal them. This is far from being 
the chaiscter of Paul. His was ofthe positive kind. He 
had a mind which was capable of receiving the strongest 
impressions. He entered deeply into the spirit of subjects 
that were brought to his view. He was  constiiutiona!ly 
bold, inflexible, and zealous. He engaged in no pursuits 
but such as were important in his own estimation. He 
engaged with all his heart, and no difficulties or dangers 
could shake his resolution, or divert him from his purpose. 
Such was the natural temperament of his mind, independ- 
ent of any impuise of religion which he received. If he 
nad not been corverted, he would still have remained a 
zealous and persevering man. He would have conceived 
bold cesigns. He would have engaged in great objects, 
and pui forth strenuous efforts. 

Such is the instrument whom Christ chose to,bear his 
name before the Gentiles, and k ngs, and the children of 
Israel, to establish a new dispensation, and change the re- 
ligious state of the world. No man was better formed, by 
nature, for great undertakings; but whea grace gave a 
right direction and anew impulse to the powers of his mind, 
he was eminently fitted for the stupendous work of over- 
turning Paganism, and spreading the Gospel of Jesus- 
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te was born in Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, a province north 
of Judea: but though he-was not born within the limits of 
Judea, yethe wasa Jew. His native city had been en- 
franchised, or allowed the privileges of Roman citizens, by 
Julius Czsar. Hence he told the Roman captain at Jeru- 
salem, that he was free born; that is, he inherited the 
privileges of a citizenof Rome. Eis parents sent him, 
when young, to Jerusalem, to receive an education, and 
put him under the care of Gamaliel, a celebrated teacher of 
the law, and member of the great Sanhedrim. At that 
time the Jews were divided into four sects, the Pharisees, 
the Sadducees, the Herodians, and the Essenas. ‘The two 
former were the leading sects ; and the Pharisees, though 
not the most rich, were the most religious, and had by far 
the greatest influence among the common people. The 
Sadducees were the infidels of that age, and were composed 
of the most opulent citizens. The Pharisees were believers 
of the law and the prophets, and exceedingly strict and 
punctilious in religious observances. Saul, (which was his 
name originally) was of this sect, and he entered deeply 
into its spirit. He was well versed in the Ser: iptures of the 
Old Testament; and it seemed to be his fixed purpose to 
per form the most minute requirements of the law. Belong- 

ng to a sect which was accounted by far the most religious, 
it t apl pears that he excelled most of his brethren in this re- 
spect. Touching the righteousness of the law, he was 
blameless. In short, it appears, that in the judgment of 
men, who could not see what passed in his mind, he was 
an eminently religious young man. He, with the sect to 
which he belonged, believed in a future state of rewards 
and punishments. They believed the law and the prophets, 
and they were exceedingly strict in the outward observance 
of the law, ‘They even wei.t so far as to add to what God 
had enjoined. 

But ‘though they believed the Scriptures of the Old Tes~ 
tament, they expected that salvation was to be obtained by 
their own personal ebedience. When Jesus Christ com- 
menced his public ministry, they soon perceived that the 
doctrines which he pre cached condemned their pride, and 
subverted the foundation of their hopes, It was a doctrine 
which contradicted all their preconceived opinions : conse 
quently they opposed him with all the virulence which mem 
jecl who see their favorite system attacked, 
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At that time Saul was but a young man. The first JAC 
count that we have of him, was at the martyrdom of’ Ste- 
phen. It is said that ithe witnesses on that occasion laid 
their clothes at the feet of a young man whose name was 
Savl. 

‘Though a youth, he took an early and very decided part 
in the opposition that was made against the Christian dis- 
pensation. He was not behind any of his sect in exertions 
to overwhelm the disciples. It was impossible for a man 
of his te mper to remain indifferent, or even to exercise mo- 
deration, when the truth of his religion, and that of his 
party, was called in question. Such was the constitution 
of his mind, that he must act with decision and impetuosity. 

It was in the perieciniee which commenced with the 

martyrdom of Stephen, that we see the activity of his mind 
in whatever object he was engaged. He was the terror of 
the Christians. He was forward and officious: for he sought 
to be employed as an instrument to drag them to prison 
and to death. He made havoc of the church, entering in- 
to every house, and haling men and women, committed 
them to prison. 

The sacred writer uses a singularity of expression to 
mark the strength and vehemence of his opposition to Chris- 
tianity: * And Saul, vet breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the 
high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the 
synagogue, that if he found any of this way, whether they 
were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Je- 
rusalem.” His very breath was baneful and murderous. 
He soticited to be an instrument of cruelty. 

We must not suppose, however, that h’s activity in per- 
secuting the Christians arose from a wanton desire to make 
havoc of people’s lives. It was not because he had pleasure 
in the work of destruction. But he entered deeply into the 
spirit of his party. He supposed, that religion was confin- 
ed to his own sect ; and when he saw this favorite system 
attacked, his zeal was excited to a degree of fervor which 
carried him beyond all moderate bounds. He thought it 

was his duty, a duty which he owed to God, to extermi- 
nate the followers of Jesus, and to crush Christianity in its 
infancy. When afterward he deeply deplored the part 
which he acted against Christ, he nevertheless testified that 
he acted according to the dictates of his conscience, though 
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‘ conscience which was blinded and perverted. “ I verily 
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’ thought with myself,” said he, “ that I ought to do many 


things contrary to the name of Jesus of N azareth, which 
things I also did in Jerusalem ; and many of the saints did 
I shut up in prison, having received authority from the 
chief priests: and when they were put to death, I gave my 
voice against them.” 

The fervency of his zeal would not permit him to wait 
for the slow effect of argument and persuasion. He thought 
himself authorized and bound in duty to use force. 

Such was the temper, and such were the views, of the 
man whom Christ chose to establish the Christian dispen-’ 
gation. 

When we consider the temper of mind with which he 
‘sat out from Jerusalem for Damascus, we cannot conceive 
that any human persuasion, or any ordinary event, could 
have changed his purpose. He was not given to change. 
He had an inflexibility of temper, which precludes the sup- 
position of change by any thing less than a divine power. 
Yet a total change was effected in his designs. 

II. We will consider his conversion.—Having received 
authority from the chief priest at Jerusalem, to go to Da- 
mascus, with a company of attendants, probably a guard of 
armed men, if he should find any there who confessed 
Christ, to convey them bound to Jerusalem; and while he 
was breathing out threatening and slaughter, Jesus Christ 
was preternaturally manifested to him ina blaze of light. 

His own account of this extraordinary event is recorded 
in the 22d chapter of the Acts. ‘* And it came to pass, 
that as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Da- 
mascus, about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a 
great light round about me. And I fell unto the ground, 
and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why perse- 
cutest thou me ? And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? 
And he said, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou perse- 
cutest. And they that were with me saw indeed the light, 
and were afraid ; but they heard not the voice of him that 
spake to me. And I said, What shall Ido, Lord? And 
the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus, and 
there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed 
dor thee to do.” 

No artificial coloring need be added to this simple nar- 
rative of the apostle, to make the event appear more sur- 
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risinge How astonishing, how overwhelming was thag 
light which at noon day flashed in the faee of the bold and 
determined persecutor, stopped him in the midst of his ca- 
reer, and brought him to the ground! But it was more 
than a light. It wasthe presence andthe power of Jesus 
Christ. It was not merely a sudden fright. Saul was 
not easily frightened. It was a work of sovereign grace 
suddenly wrought in his heart, which made him instantly 
obedient to the will of that same Jesus, whom, but a few 
minutes before, he fully intended to persecute. 

However inflexible inthe temper of his mind, however 
‘steady to his purpose, yet his purpose was instantly chang- 
ed. He sat out from Jerusalem with the full intent to ex-. 
tirpate the Christians at Damascus. He was bent on this 
purpose, until he approached nigh the city, when he instant- 
ly abandoned the object. He sat out with a heart full of 
enmity against Christ and his cause ; but his will was in- 
stantly subjected to the Savior. “ Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do!” was his language when Christ met him ; 
and he arose obedient to the Savior’s command, and was led 
to Damascus. When he had received sight, he strait- 
way preached Christ in that same city whither he went to 
persecute him. 

Observe here the nature of the change which was 
wrought in him. It did not destroy the intrepidity of his 
mind, but directed it to a worthy end, He was the same 
inflexible, bold and persevering man as before. All that 
vehemence of zeal which had been before manifested in 
opposition to Christ, was directed to build up his cause, 
His implacable hatred was converted into an intense and 
constant love to the Savior. This love gave a new impulse 
to the native vigor cf his mind, and prompted him to sur- 
mount the greatest difficulties, and perform unexampled 
labors in the new cause which he embraced ; as we shall 
sec when we attend to that part of his life which may be 
called his apostleship. His persecuting spirit was subdu- 
ed. He immediaicly laid aside force, and betook himself 
to argument and entreaty to accomplish his purpose. In- 
stead of persecuting, he patiently endured persecution and 
every species of abuse. 

It will be said perhaps that those who are on the weakest 
side are not apt to persecute ; that wanting power to make 
effectual resistance, they must of necessity ‘be paticnt and 
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gubmissive. But the apostle certainly gave great proofs of 
lenity in the progress of his ministry. He was forbearing 
and tender in his treatment of those offenders who were 
jn some sense under his power, and where, if he had beer 
governed by an oppressive spirit, he would have made it 
manifest. Ina word, though the vigor of his mind was 
not lessened by his conversion, yét his views and purposes 
were totally changed. His efforts were directed to objects 
entirely reverse from those which he formerly pursued, 
and he embraced a different interest. To use his own 
words, ‘“* The things which, in his unconverted state, he es- 
teemed to be his gain, he reckoned to be loss when he was 
converted.” 

We will subjoin only two reflections in this place. 

1. The conversion of Saul was a sovereign act of grace. 
It cannot be pretended that when he was posting away to 
Damascus, to persecute the disciples of Christ, there was 
any tendency in his temper to such a holy change as he ex- 
perienced. It ts true, he did it ignorantly in unbelief, and 
therefore it was not an unpardonable sin. He obtained 
mercy. Yet there was nothing in his temper which could 
make him worthy of Christ’s favor ; therefore, his conver- 
sion was 2% sovereign act.’ 

2. His conversion was extraordinary, and therefore the 
manner of it is not to be taken as a specimen of the way in 
which God brings sinners to the saving knowledge of the 
truth. We cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven unless 
we experience the same change in kind ; but as the mode 
of divine operation is different on different persons, we are 
not to consider the conversion of Saul as a universal exam~ 
ple, nor conclude that we must have the same experience 
which he had, before we can safely hope for the divine fa- 


vor, 
AUGUSTINE. 
[ To be continued.] 
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I HAVE observed, that it has fallen to the lot of' some 
¢minently pious people, to live in the extreme parts of the 
town, and at the greatest distance from the place of publi¢ 
worship. But they have hungercd, they have panted for 
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the house of God, as the weary traveller panteth for the 
cool'ng brook. Hence they will struggle against and sur- 
mount many and great difficulties, that they may appear at 
the house of God, and worship in his courts. They sit 
under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit is sweet 
unto their taste. 

I see the hoary head and palsied limbs, here, and the 
poor and destitute widow, there, pressing through heat 
and cold, wet and dry, on their way up to the house of God. 
The outward man weak and faint ; the inward man strong 
and in health. They drink in the sincere milk of the word, 
and grow up unto eternal life. 

When I think on this, [ am in doubt, and query with 
myself, Why might not the order of things be inverted? 
Why not those, who have no heart for the worship of God, 
nor love for his people, be placed at a distance from the 
house of God, and the company of his people ; and those 
who love the house of God, be situated near its doors, where 
they might attend on all occasions, without those impedi- 
ments which often attend them, that, under the best cultie 
vations, they might the more speedily ripen for glory? 

But I find myself satisfied by reflectinz, that God may 
answer some important ends by the present state of things, 
as related above. 

1. Willhe not take occasion, by this state of things, 
to shew the stability and power of true religion? When { 
look out at my window, upon the Lord’s day, and behold 
a pious old lady, with her staff in her hand, from consider- 
able distance, making her way, through the falling rain or 
chilling snow, up to the house of God ; I then say to my- 
self, How strong is her faith! How sincere her love! How 
ardent her zeal! Self- condemned, [turn mine eyes from 
the pleasing sight, and fix them on myself, confounded: and 
ashamed, I cry out, Good God ! how dead and stupid am I, 
that I, enjoying health, shouid ever find an excuse sufficient 
to detaiit me from the house of God, and the public wor- 
ship of him whom my souf loveth, unless thou forbid me 
by thy providence so plainly, that I cannot mistake thy 
will. 

2. Does not God teach us, by this order of things, that 
nothing, but a willing mind and an obedient heart, is want- 
ing to fill the most of our houses for public worship wita 
true and humble worshippers ? 


i 
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3.. Will not this order of things more forcibly shew good 
people their dependence upon God, and teach them not to 
lean upon an arm of flesh?. Their local state will some- 
times unavoidably lead to the disappointment of their strong 
desires and pleasing hopes of being refreshed at the house 
of God. And will not this encumbered state of the engag- 
ed Christian directly serve to wean him from this world, 
and ripen him for heaven, where the weary are at rest? 


OBSERVER.’ 
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“In all this, Job finned not, nor charged God foolifhly.” 
A SUBMISSIVE temper well becomes the child of 


dependence. Since the fate of man hangs suspended upon 
unerring wisdom and goodness, and is determined by the 
council of perfect jurisprudence, to attempt a countercheck . 
upon their designs, or to murmur at their dispensations, ‘ LW 
whatever they may be, would be to manifest a gross error a kar 
and impiety ; indeed, it would be “charging God foolishly,” oo)" 
and with unhallowed lips reprimanding the exercise of that 
Power which spake us into being. 4 
Though we may never emerge from adversity, be often . , 
checked in our most ardent pursuits, be cast from the height 
of prosperity into the vale of beggary and want, be stripped 
of wealth and connexions; yet, by reverencing and sub- { 
mitting to the hand “ that chasteneth us,” and attaching our 
minds to the perfections of Deity, we may experience'more | 
of permanent and essential happiness, than all the attain- ey, 
ments of earthly good can afford—By this, the soul, disen- 4 
gaged from mortal objects, escapes their influence, and is 
elevated to that sublime exercise, which best) corresponds 
with its spirituafessence. For in that moment, when the 
soul hath a disposition to acknowledge and admire the jus- 
tice of God, it hath the principle of eternal dife. — bis 
Perhaps there never existed a man more afflictedythan ia 
was Job. Advanced to’ honor and preferment, surround- 
ed by prosperity, the blessings of dlcaven clustering around ok 
him, his thousand flocks grazing his pastures, and his . i 
thousand camels knecling to receive their-burden of his i iy 
8 
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wealth, “so that he was the greatest of all the men in‘the 
east,” he might cast his eyes around him, view his counts 
less treasures, and exclaim, “ What lack I?” As God 
never acts without design, he raised Job to this‘high rank 
and grandeur, that his fall might appear more wonderful 
and afflictive, that he might be, to succeeding ages, a 
mode! and monument of patience. 

If it were faultless for a man, possessing an abundance, 
to feci independent, self-sufficient, and elevated above his 
fellows, Job, with propriety, might have been such a man— 
He had no favors to acknowledge, except at the hand of 
God—But he, happily, had been taught the virtues of piety ; 
he was a humbic, meek, submissive man; he, too, had 
been taught the vast disparity of value between temporal 
and spiritual blessings, though he might improve the for- 
mer to the advantage of the latter, and to acknowledge the 
hand that bestowed them upon him so liberally ; so that, 
when successive messengers, escaping from the general 
wreck of his fortunes, announced to him the extirpation of 
his flocks and herds, the death of his servants, the ruin of 
his burldings, and the extinction of his family ; when he 
saw his expectations blasted, and himself left a solitary, 
leafeless trunk, shattered and. bruised by the tempest and 
the storm, he could coincide with the will of his God, and 
exclaim in the language of submission, piety, and devotion, 
“ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” As well in adversity as in pros* 
perity, he retained his integrity ; his losses could not shake 
his faith, nor weaken his confidence in his Maker, whose 
justice he feared to dispute ; and when impiously solicited 
to “curse God and die,” instead of murmuring im his ca- 
lamity, or reproaching the hand that smote him, his sense 
of divine equity predominated, and, fired witha holy zeal 
for the honor of God, impressed with the trutlr that * the 
Judge of ail the earth doeth right,” he “ ascribed righteous- 
ness'to his Maker,’ and said, “ What, shall we receive 
good from the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil ?” 
Verily, it was the greatest benefit conferred upon Job, and 
the ‘most inestimable blessing, when vast possessions were 
bestowed upon him, that pious submission was also num~- 
bered with them, and, when deprived of all others, that 
this could afford him abundant consolation ; without. this 
ke would have been comfortless in affliction, and a more 
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awful calamity might have fallen upon him—an ungrateful 
apostacy from his God ! 

Strip a Christian of patience and submission, and you 
spoil him of his honor, his essential properties, his a//: 
these are the two fairest ornaments of his character ; eclipse 
these, and he is “‘ shorn of his beams.” These alone can 
render him capable of sustaining afflicting dispensations, 
support him amidst the ruin of his substance, and make 
him truly happy when the bounties of providence are lav- 
ished upon him. In possession of these, he may smile 
amidst trouble, turn his back upon adversity, and call him- 
self rich. 

If a man p'ace his dependence upon the goodly things 
of this life, when deprived of them, he is left a hopeless 
being ; the staff on which he leaned hath betrayed him, and 
he is fatlen, fallen among the dissolution of his gods ; un- 
acquainted with religion, he is also a stranger to its exer- 
cises, its remedies to the wounds of affliction, submission, 
patience, hope. But to depend upon God, to humbly ac- 
knowledge him in every dispensation, is to build upon the 

tock of ages. 

The greatest difficulty to be vanquished, is to disengage 
our minds from mortal objects ; for the stronger our at- 
tachments are to these, the less able we shall be to endure 
deprivations and disappointments. Let this be done, and 
our seeming misfortunes, as we call them, will appear to 
be only the natural occurrences of life and the consequences 
of too much dependence upon temporal ey ; we might 
jook upon them with complacency, considering them di- 
rected by Omnipotence and Infinite Goodness, on which 
we are, and ought to feel ourselves, utterly dependent ; and 
under which, if we are patient and submissive, we shall 
receive the droppings of peace, sanctification, and content- 


snent. 
H, 
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UNBELIEF. 


IT is often said, “ No matter what a person believes, if 


dis life be good.” What is this but the root and essence of 
infidelity and rebellion against Heaven? Such a sentiment 
epeus the door for every kind of error, and even aghcism 
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itself. It at once sets aside the authority of God in his 
word. It isthe offspring of pride, of a self-sufficient mind 
which will not receive, as eternal truth, the doctrines which 
God reveals. According to this sentiment, there is no ne- 
cessity of a revelation from Heaven ; and the doctrines 
taught by the prophets, by Christ and his apostles, are ot 
no real use. But who will have the boldness, thus to con- 
demn the conduct of the Most High !—Our Judge assures 
us that it is matter what we believe. We must believe the 
Gospel, or suffer endless damnation. But we cannot be- 
lieve the Gospel, while we reject its essential doctrincs,— 
Did the inspired apostle think it a matter of no consequence 
what persons believe, when he solemnly declared to 
the churches of Galatia, But though we, or an engel fron 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you, than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 

How can a person’s life be good, except his creed be good? 
A man’s sentiments will have influence on his practice. As 
a man thinks in his heart, so will be his conduct. If, in 
his heart, he think there is no God, his life will be a series 
of impiety and wickedness. How can his life be good, 
who neither fears, loves, nor serves his Maker? What 
is his pretended morality among a few fellow sinners,while 
he tramples on all the rights of Jehovah, and, by unbelief, 
sets at naught his Son?) As aman thinks in his heart, 
about the doctrines of the Gospel, so will be his conduct. 
He that rejects the doctrines of total moral depravity, and 
of the infinite atonement of the Son of God, cannot have 
the repentance and humility of one, who, with the heart, 
believes these doctrines. How cana person’s life be good, 
when his heart has never been sanctified through the truth, 
nor purified by faith, but is filled with iniquity? A corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. He that lives a good life, or do- 
eth righteousness, is born again by the word of God, which 
workethj effectually in his heart, through the power of the 
Holy Ghost. He that believeth not, is condemned already. 

SILAS. 
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On the Doctrine of Atsnement. 
THE nature and extent of the Atonement has been 2 
subject of some debate among Christians. The ground of 
dispute has been, Whether the atonement be universal, or 
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limited ?. Whether it was made for all, or omly for the elect ? 

To understand this subject, we must consider, that when, 
by sin, mankind had violated the covenant of works, he 
forfeited eternal life. ‘The law condemned him, and jus- 
tice required the immediate execution of this sentence.— 
If God had then pardoned the whole race, and received 
them into his favor without any satisfaction, however mer- 
ciful he might appear, it is evident that one attribute, justice, 
would suffer. He would not, in that case, appear just 
while he justifies sinners. He would practically declare, 
that sin is not an evil which is greatly to be dreaded: and 
he would hold forth an encouragement to other beings to 
transgress his laws, and disregard his authority. The ex- 
ercise of justice is as necessary as any other attribute, to 
constitute a perfect Sovereign, and to maintain a perfect 
administraiion. In order that God may pardon sinners, 
some expedient must be devised to express his just abhor- 
rence of sin. In order that governing justice may not be 
injured in the exercise of pardoning mercy, God’s righteous 
law must be satisfied. ‘The atonement is this expedient. 
It is the satisfaction which Jesus Christ made to the divine 


law. Therefore the apostle says, “ Christ was set forth, 


to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare, 
or manifest, the righteousness of God, that he might be 
just, and the justifier of him that believeth.” That is, on 
account of what Christ has done to magnify the law, and 
inake it honorable, God can dispense pardon to sinncrs, 
without injuring his governing justice, or holding forth 
any encouragement to men to continue in sin. Thus he 
was made sin, or a sin-offering, for us, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him. 

T'wo questions naturally arise. 

1. Is the atonement universal, or limitted? 

We must remember, that sometimes atonement is used 
to mean a ransom, and sometimes redemption ; tho’ these 
are different things. The term ransom seems to be used 
to express the satisfaction which Christ made by his obedi- 
ence and sufferings. ‘This is the idea which we now fix 
to atonement. The word redemption, as we usually un- 
derstand it, expresses the actual deliverance of sinners 
from condemnation. In the former sense, atonement is 
unlimitted ; that is, Jesus Christ has made such a satisfac- 
hen to God’s righteous law, that an indefinite number, o* 
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all, of the human race, might be’ saved, if it pleased God 
to call them, by his grace, into the fellowship of his Son. 

In order that God may consistently pardon one sinner, 
the law must be magnified and made honorable ; and when 
the law is satisfied, all who will may come and take of the 
water of life freely ; for there is a medium for the display 
of pardoning mercy towards any number. Hence, as we 
sometimes say, the blood of Christ has sufficient efficacy te 
cleanse the avhole world from sin; and we are warranted 
by Scripture to speak such language. The apostle John 
says, * He is the propitiation for our sin; and not for ours 
only,! but also for the sin of the whole world.” In this 
sense, Jesus Christ tasted death for every man; because 
his death has made asatisfaction which is sufficient for every 
man. On the ground of a universal atonement, there is a 
universal invitation. * The Spirit and the bride say, Come ; 
and let him that is athirst, come ; and whosoever will, let 
him come, and take the water of life freely.” Christ has 
commissioned his ambassadors to exhibit the Gospel, as 
God’s proclamation of pardon, to all who will come and 
accept it. 

In the parable of the great supper, recorded in the 14th 
chapter of Luke, an indefinite number is invited. “ And 
the Lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways, 
and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled.” This indicates, that provision had been 
made for as many as would be prevailed on to come in: 
and this makes sinners inexcusable, if they are not partak- 
ers of the benefits of the Gospel. They cannot plead that 
no provision has been made for them. The blood of Christ 
is sufficient to cleanse from all sin: and if they are not sav- 
ed, it will be on account of unwillingness in them to come 
‘to Christ, that they may have life in him. 

2. Has the atonement actually saved any one ?—I an- 
swer, It has not: for, as we have seen, it is that satisfac- 
tion to the divine law which has furnished a consistent 
medium for the display of pardoning mercy to sinners, oF 
as the Scriptures express it, the atonement is that on ac- 
count of which God can be just and the justifier of him 
that believeth, yet he is under no obligation to pardon and 
save one sinner, because Christ has magnified the law and 
made it honorable. ‘The sinner is no less deserving of 
punishment than if Christ had not interposed. God cas 
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sow pardon sinners, and receive them into his favor, with- 
out any injury to his governing justice ; yet he is under no 
obligation to the simmer to pardon him. » | 

Therefore atonement and redemption are different things, 
Atonement is the satisfaction to the law which has made it 
consistent for God to pardon and accept. sinners. . Re~ 
demption is the application of the atonement, by which 
the sinner is actually delivered from condemnation, and re- 
instated in the divine favor. pOuT, uag 

From these remarks we see, that in the salvation of d 
sinner there are two distinct manifestations of divine graces 
It was an illustrious act of grace that God should send 
forth his Son into the world to make expiation for sin. «It 
is represented in Scripture as a distinguished manifestation 
of love. ‘* God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth might not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

But if nothing more were done for sinners, no: flesh 
would be saved. They would not come to Christ that 
they might have life. ‘Fherefore, it is another manifesta- 
tion of grace to make sinners willing to receive Christ, and 
to make the atonement effectual to their salvation.—Thanks 
be to God for his unspeakable gift. 

AUGUSTINE. 
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Selections... 


FAITH. 


I WOULD then abhor myself, deplore my frailty, 
blush at the remembrance of my best duties, cast myself 
into the arms of divme mercy, and own all my felicity de- 
rivable from grace.’ I'would own, it is grace that elects ; 
grace which calls ; grace that justifies ; grace which sanc- 
lifies ; grace that accepts ‘# sanétification, always frail and 
imperfect : but at the samé time, ‘I would watch over my- 
self, I would arouse myself to duty; I would work out my 
salvation with fear and trembling, Phil. ii. 12. and while ‘I 
acknowledge grace does all, and my works merit nothing, 
I would act as if I might expect every thing from my own 
efforts. [ Sqturin.] 











16 Touchstone of Faith.—Lave to Christ. 
THE TOUCHSTONE OF FAITH. 


ONE of you believes, there is a God: faith without 
worksis dead. Art thou penetrated with veneration for 
his perfections, admiration of his works, deference to his 
laws, fear of his jadgments, gratitude for his,bounties, and 
zeal for his. glory ? 

Another believes, Christ died for his sins: faith with- 
out works is dead. Dost thou abhor thy. sins for shedding 
his blood, for preparing his cross, for wounding: his_per- 
son,for piercing his side, for stirring up a war between him 
and divine justice, for making him cry in the bitterness of 
his soul, New is my soul troubled, John xii. 27. My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death, Matt. xxvi. 38, 
My God! My Gad! why hast thou forsaken me ? 

Thou believest, there is.a future state: faith without 
works is dead. Dost thou place thy heart where thy treas+ 
ure is? Dost thou anticipate by faith and hope, the bless- 
ed'period of thine admission to future felicity ?, Dost thou 
desire ta:depart and be with Christ ?, Phil. 1.23. Is thy 
soul atherst for God? Dest thou pant afien shims as tle 
hart pantethafter.the water brooks ? Psalm xis 1, 2 

> [Saurins] 
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Love to Christ expressed by a dying Infint. 


A LITTLE child, when dying, was asked, where it 
was going ? “ To heaven,” said the child. ‘“ And what 
makes you wish to be there ?” said one. “* Because Christ 
is there,” said the child. “ But,” said a friend, * what if 
Christ should leave heaven ?”. ‘ Well,” said the ehild, “ [ 
will go with him.” , Sometime before, its departpre, it ¢x- 
pressed a.wish to have a golden crowp; when, it died, “And 
what will you do,” said one, ‘with the golden. crown {” 
*¢ I will take the crown,” said the child, “ and cast it at the 
feet of Christ.” _—How. pleasant to, remark the effects of 
grace in little chi!dren, ;and to view them in their, dying 
moments, bearing an honorable testimony,,ta the precious- 
ness of Christ, and the excellence of religion! Matt. xxi 
15. | a ; 
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From the THEOLOGICAL MAaCAsine, 


i 


A remarkable Narrative, by @ Missionary. 


ABOUT the year 1771, or 1772, having been sei 
(says the missionary) by the Sy mod of New-York and Phi- 
ladelphia, on a mission into the tack parts of New-Jersey, 
a man apparently about fifty years of age invited me to his 
house, where I spent several days. He seemed to be @ 
cordial friend to the Kingdom of the Redeemer, and to 
have been long engaged in its cause. His neighbors con- 
sidered him as an eminent Christian. He seemed to be @ 
man of discernment, and to make the religion of the Gos- 
pel the principal business of his life. From his own mouth, 
I receiv ed, in substance, the following account of himself, 
and of Ged’s dealings with him :— 

“ T was (said he) brought up in the lower part of New- 
Jersey, in a family which paid no attention either to reli-+ 
gion orto my education. They never taught me even to 
read. In this heathenish state, I grew to adult age, mar- 
ried my present wife, and having heard that good land 
might be purchased at a low price in these parts, I removed 
to this place—bought, and set myself in earnest to clear 
and cultivate my land. It was all wilderness: I had no 
neighbor within several miles. I found it necessary, after 
a while, to make a journey below ; and as I passed through 
the lower counties, where Mr. Whitefield and some other 
zealous preachers had lately been, I found the great body 
of the people deeply affected with religious subjects ; some 
full of joy, and some of terror ; and almost all of them de- 
voting a great deal of time to sermons and religious con- 
ferences. ‘This was a new scene to me, and at first great- 
ly excited my surprize and curiosity. I made a little stay 
in several places, attended several meetings, and heard 
different preachers. Every thing suggested, that both 
preachers and hearers (and great numbers ¢ ollec ted togeth- 
er, and from remote places, to hear the Gospel) considered 
religion as the one thing needful. This excited in me aso- 
licitude for my own satety ; occasioned my condition to 
be full of danger ; and led me to inquire, what I must do 
to be saved?) From the public discourses and private con- 
versation which I heard, I learned that [ must be convert- 
ed, and that the only sure sign of conversion was, some 
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sensible discovery of Christ to my bodily organs. He musz 
be cither seen, or heard. He might be expected to appear, 
extended as on the cross, or standing as at the sepulchre, 
or walking as in the garden, or in the air as at his ascension. 
I might hope to hear his voice, saying to me, “Son, be of 
good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee ;” or some other 
comforting expressions. 

“ T was taught, that to obtain such a revelation of Jesus 
Christ, I must study the Scriptures, ard be constant in 
fervent prayer to God. This induced me to purchase a 
Bible, resolved, by the assistance of my wife, who could 
read a little, to learn to read it myself. I took my Bible 
home, and applied myself diligently to learn to read. But 
as I knew none of the letters, and had, though a willing, 
yet but a poor instructress, my proficiency was slow. [I 
built a little booth in the woods, not far from my house, 
for a place of prayer. Tothis I resorted three times a 
day, and sometimes oftener. It was the burden of my 
daily prayer, that God would convert me, and exhibit 
Cirist to me in token of his having done so. I always 
looked round on the neighboring trees, when I had finished 
my prayer, in hope of seeing the desired object. When I 
had been more than usually fervent, I would look with ea 

er vigilance all around, in the firm belief that now my 
co would make his appearance, either hanging on some 
tree, walking on the earth, or hovering in the air ; and 
when I found this expectation fruitless, [ would listen with 
the utmost attention in hope of hearing his voice uttering’ 
words of consolation to my soul. 

“ These exercises, and my solicitous concern, Jed me to 
notice, more than ever before, the state and operations of 
my heart. I often detected myself in an indulgence of hard 
thoughts of God, because he did not manifest his Son to 
me, notwithstanding my continually repeated and earnest 
entreaties. Meanwhile, my fear, lest he should never make 
this manifestation, increased my anxiety and distress, and 
excited stronger feelings of displeasure toward him: while 
they, in their turn, by unfolding the perverseness of my 

eart, increased my fears and my anguish. This course 
of praying and learning to read went on together for about 
a year. As time slid away, my attent’on to the operation 
of my mind continued to increase, and I became propor- 
Mionably acquainted with my heart. The more I became 
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acquainted with this, the more clearly I saw my opposition 
to God, and unfitness to be an object of his complacency. 
God had made and upheld me ; yet I had been ever tho’t- 
less of my dependence on him. He had sustained my 
health, and surrounded me with comforts ; yet I had not 
been grateful. God was the parent of the universe ; yet, 
worm as I was, I wished to subject him and his powers 
to my pleasure. God was constantly doing me good, my 
ingratitude notwithstanding ; yet my ingratitude remain- 
ed, and I was even displeased that he did not do more. 
My reason taught me that God might justly banish such a 
creature from all good ; and yet my heart was angry that 
he did not confer on me the greatest. God certainly knew 
all things ; and yet I endeavored to impose upon him by 
my false professions of respect. While I professed to 
worship him, I was but indulging a supreme respect to 
nyself, 

“Such reflections as these led me to watch more carefully 
than ever, and to examine my tho’ts in prayer, and weigh 
my words, with a view to avoid all duplicity. ‘This prac- 
tice soon reduced the number of niy petitions very much. 
I found I could ask for but few things in sincerity: and 
when I came to examine my desires of these, I found they 
bore no very friendly aspect on God. And besides, they 
often appeared, upon examination, to involve some foolish 
and sinful charge against God ; that he dealt hardly, or in 
other words, oppressively, cruelly, and unreasonably with 
me. A bare glance ofthis meaning of my heart, would 
sometimes fill me with terror, and make me turn away 
from the distressing, frightful thought. I could notendure 
to look stedfastly into my heart, while I saw in it a spirit 
which must be highly offensive to God, and dangerous to 
myself, 

“ When I begun my prayer, I was careful to use such 
words, attitudes, and gestures, as would most forcibly ex- 
press a lively sense of my ruined condition, and the most 
earnest desires that God would deliver me, for his own 
glory, for his name’s sake, for his mercy’s sake, and for 
Christ’s sake. Such attempts gave spring to my spirits, 
life to my imagination, wings to my fancy, and fervor to 
iy devotion, 

“ A view of these prayers gave me. pleasure ; for I felt 
them to be good prayers, aud it seemed impossible that 
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God should not listen with pity to expressions of so much 
affection, of so much respect for himself, and of so much 
dependance onhim. But when I came to reflect upon the 
natural effects of duplicity detected, and of pretended re- 
spect, I felt myself comstrained to lay aside these affected 
expressions both in words and appearance. I set mysclf 
first to examine the reality of my desires, and the reasons 
which induced them. After this, the number was redu- 
ced, and the reasons from which they arose; as they ail 
centered in some inferior good, and not in God and his 
kingdom ; seemed calculated rather to offend than to con- 
ciliate the Lord. ‘This consideration gave my prayers the 
air of poverty and contemptible meanness. I could some- 
times form a sudden and earnest wish, which at first view 
appeared, if not virtuous, at least innocent; and strong 
words lay ready on my tongue to express it; yet a mo- 
ment’s reflection would discover somethiag wrong, and pre- 
vent the expression. 

“ In this view, my prayers, instead of strengthening any 
thing in me like hope, as they had done heretofore, now 
acted as a discouragement. They seemed better fitted to 
frustrate than to promote my design. In this way I found, 
from time to time, fewer things to pray for, and fewer rea- 
sons to enforce my prayers. Attention to this circum- 
stance led me to a still more intimate acquaintance with the 
fountain of iniquity in my heart, the perverseness of my 
nature. A clear sight of this excited still more jively ap- 
preliensions of the wrath of God, and of the dreadful con- 
sequences, should he withhold his mercy from me. ‘Then 
the thaught, that the first effect of his mercy, and the only 
pledge of its continuance, was a discovery of Christ ; that 
this could not be effected without fervent prayer ; that I 
could not pray inan acceptable manner ; and that my pray- 
ers daily assumed the appearance of being more seifish,less 
sincere, and more offensive to God ; threw me imto a state 
of greater horror thancan be expressed. Hell seemed to 
be just before me ; nothing could save me, but a discovery 
of Christ. I could do nothing to procure this discovery. 
So far from this, that whatever I did, or could do, tended 
to provoke the only being who could bestow it. This dis- 
tracted, tormented state of mind, lasted several days. 
continued, however, to go as usual to fny pooth, and en- 
deavored, with all my power, to find some honest desire 
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that I might spread before God. Sometimes I made some- 
thing like 2 broken short prayer ; but sometimes could find 
nothing at all to say, and returned without uttering a word: 
yet I a:ways looked round and listened, that if possible I 
might obtain the precious revelation of Christ ; but I look- 
ed and listened in vain. In the same state of mind, at my 
place of retirement, after having in vain endeavored to find 
some one desire in my heart which might be offered to a 
holy God in prayer, I began, one day, to look and listen 
with my usual solicitude, when, in an instant, Iseemed to 
peneaeey in the attitude, motion, and form of the trees 
aud their leaves, and in every sensible object, the operation 
of some imvisible agent, whose works in these things seem- 
ed to be most exquisite'y harmonious and beautiful. Al- 
though [ could not see the agent himself, I saw in every 
thing before me the con stant operations of his power and 
chi 1. in the constantly sicbedine effects which he produced. 
I felt the continuance of my own existence was one of those 
cifects, and that my being still continued in a state of pro- 
batiom, was as visible an cifect of his sovereign mercy. So 
pleasing, so ravishing was this prospect, that it would draw 
sway my attention from my danger; and in spite of my 
attempts to revive my sense of danger, I could not but be 
tranquil, composed, and even happy. It seemed as if ev- 
ery thing in the world had a wise cause, and a faithful 
ruardian. I longed for others to share with me this rav- 
ishing prospect ; and felt as if the power, operating around 
and within me, could give them to enjoy it. ‘Then my 
heart burst forth, O Lord God, make all my fellow men to 
behold this glory. ‘This was a prayer I could make with- 
out any misgivings of heart or conscience. Presently the 
thought struck me, that this scene of things might be pre- 
paratory to the display of Christ before me; and I again 
looked, but in vain, all around, in hope of seeing him. My 
views continued the same in kind , though variable in de- 
gree, for almost three years ; during which time I contin- 
ued to progress in my reading, but indulged no hope that 
I was born of God ; for I had never seen Christ. I read 
and studied my Bible w ith great attention, till at length I 
became satisfied, that my former notion of seeing Christ 
Was a delusion ; "and was persuaded that I had already ex- 
perienced that chan ge which the Scriptures denominate the 
new birth, at the time when I had the first pleasing view 
of an invisible agency in the works of God. [ found a 
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surprising change of desires. I sometimes forgot myself; 
so much was I concerned for others, that they might see 
the things which Isaw. Since then, I have fa much 
to say to God in prayer. And although Iam exceeding gly 
sinful, I still love to plead with God, that he would sanc- 
tify me throughout, in spirit, in soul, and in body.” 


Extract from the Preface to the History of the Martyrs. 


IT was well observed by Sir Francis Bacon, that “ old 
wood is best to burn, old friends best to trust, and old books 
best to read.” Hence scholars sometimes set a great price 
upon ancient manuscripts. Here are old things, men of 
ancient days ; here is an honest pen, modestly,but yet faith- 
fully, giving an account of believers, who, throu; gh faith, 
patience, and tribulation, entered into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

During the reign of ten persecuting tyrant emperors, 
above one million eight hundred and twenty-five thousand 
suffered for the religion of Christ. In the space of thirty 
six years after the rise of the Jesuits, in 1500, eight hun- 
dred thousand suffered inthe same manner. ‘The duke de 
Alva, when fighting for Philip of Spain against the liberties 
of the Netherlands, boasted that he had put eighteen thou- 
sand persons to death for their religion, in the space of six 
years. In the reign of Henry and bloody Mary, eight thou- 
sand suffered death, rather than renounce the Gospel in its 
purity ; while twelve thousand more were whipt, or other- 
ways cruelly tortured, or driven into exile. 

The last speeches of Christ’s dying witnesses have ex- 
torted, even from heathens, acknow ledgments that the God 
of the Christians is truly a great God. By them, sinners 
have been converted. Justin Martyr and others, by seeing 
the end the martyrs made, were brought out of loye with 
the ways of sin, and into love with the ways of holiness. 
Mr. Rough learned the way to martyrdom, by secing Austo 
at the stake, in Smithfield, and soon after followed him in 
the same cause. 

Such examples may justly shame us, and may be of use 
in preparing us to dic. They chalk the way more plainly 
than bare direction. ‘They encourage more heartily ; they 
persuade more powerfully ; they chide unbelief with more 
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authority. Here, as ina glass, ever the best may see their 
spots: and all, especially sufferers, may learn to dress 
themselves for death. How can the best among us think 
of these examples, without shame for our lukewarmness 
and little proficiency inthe school of Christ! How unlike 
are our faces to the faces in this mirror! How self-denying 
are they! Howselfish are we! How crucified to the world 
were they! How much attached to it are we! How easy 
was it for them to choose the greatest sufferings, rather 
than the least sin! How hard is it for us to endure the least 
sufferings in avoiding the greatest sin! How willing were 
they to part with all for Christ! How unwilling are we to 
part with small matters for Christ! Have we so much es- 
teem of Christ and his sufferings? Are we not ashamed 
of our Glory? How patient were they under the greatest 
tortures! How impatient are we under the least troubles ! 
How warm was their love to Christ, his truths, ordinances, 
ministers, and peop'e! How cold is ours! How zealous 
were they for the love of God! How indifferent are we! 
How magnanimous in danger were they, how humble in 
safety, how perseveringly active for the salvation of souls ! 
How cowardly and dastardly, how vainly proud, how care- 
less and slothiul, are we! How many of those worthies 
attained assurances, and had their evidences for heaven 
clear! How are the most of us in the dark as to an interest 
in Christ, and a right and title to g'ory! How willing were 
they to die, even a violent death! How loth are we to 
die even a natural death! With what astonishing fortitude 
did they play on the hole of this dreadful asp, and put their 
hand into this cockatrice den! How does the fear of this 
king of terrors make us all subject to bondage ! 

When we consider such heroic examples in the cause of 
the Redeemer, and reflect at the same time upon our own 
lukewarmness, and doubts, fears, and weaknesses, what 
abundant reason have we to cry out, Lord, increase our 
faith! 

The doctrines which the martyrs professed were the plain 
doctrines of the Bible. The manner of their worship was 
the simplicity of the Gospel. The religion they professed 
was the religion of Christ. Their faith influenced their 
practice according to the nature of the truths believed.— 


O for a grain of their faith, that could thus remove moun- 
tains ! 
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Resolutions of the late pious Bishop Beveridge. 


Concerning my Conversation in general. 


Resorvution I, 


Iam resolved, by the grace af God, to make Christ the pattern 
of my life here, that so Christ may be the portion o,° my 
soul hereafter. 


LET the whole world go whither it will, Iam resolved 
to walk in the steps that my Saviour went in before me: I 
shall endeavor in all places I come into, in all companies I 
converse with, in all the duties I undertake, in all the mise- 
ries I undergo, still to behave my:elf as my Saviour would 
do, was he in my place. So that wheresoever I am, or what- 
soever I am about, I shall still put th’s question to myself, 
Would my Saviour go hither? Would he do this or that ? 
And, every morning, consider with myself, suppose my 
Saviour was in my stead, had my business to do, how would 
he demean himself this day ? ? How meek and lowly would 
he be in his carriage and deportment? ? How circumspect in 
his walking? How savory in his discourse ? How hea- 
venly in all, even his earthly enjoyments? Well; and I am 
resolved, by strength from himself, to follow him as near 
as possible. I know, I can never hope pe ‘rfectly to trans- 
cribe this copy, but I must endeavor to imitate it in the 
best manner I can, that so by doing as he did in time, I 
may be where he is to all eternity. Butalas ! his life was 
spiritual, and I am carnal, so'd under sin; and every petty 
object that doth but please my senses, will be apt to divert 
and draw away my soul from following his steps. In or- 
der, therefore, to’ prevent this, 


Rersorvtion II. 


Lam resolved, by the grace of God, to walk by faith, and not 
by sight, on earth, that so Imay live by sight, and not by 
faith, i in heaven. 


AND truly, this resolution is so necessary to the perfor- 
mance of all the rest, that without it I can do nothing, with 
it I can doevery thing that is required. ‘The reason why 
I am so much taken with the garnish and seeming beauty ol 
this world’s vanities, so as to step out of the road of hol. - 
ness to catch at, or delight myself in them, is only because 
I look upon hem with an eve of scnsc. For could I bs- 
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hold every thing with the eye of faith, I should judge of 


them, not as they seem to me, but as they are in themselves, 
vanity and vexation of spirit. For, faith has a quick and 
piercing eye, that can look through the outward superficies, 
into the inward essence of things. It can look through the 
pleasing bait, to the hidden hook, view the sting as well as 
the honey, the everlasting punishment as well as the tem- 
poral contentment, there is in sin. It is, as the Apostle 
very well defines it, the substance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things not seen, Heb. xi. 1. It is the sub- 
stance of whatsoever is promised by God to me, or expect- 
ed by me from him: so that, by faith, whatsoever I hope 
for in heaven, I may have the substance of upon earth + 
and it is the evidence of things not seen, the presence of 
what is absent, the clear demonstration of what would oth- 
erwise seem impossible ; so that I can clearly discern, as 
through a prospective, hidden things, and things afar off, as. 
if they were open, and just at hand ; I can look into the 
deepest mysteries, as fully revealed, and see heaven and 
eternity as just ready to receive me. 

And, Oh, could I but always look through this glass, anc 
be constantly upon the mount, taking a view of the land of 
Canaan, what dreams and shadows would all things here 
below appear tobe! Well, by the grace of God, I am re- 
solved no longer to tie my self to sense and sight, the sor- 
did and trifling affairs of this life, but always to walk as one 
of the other world, to behave myself in all places, and at all 
times, as one already possessed of my inheritance, and an 
inhabitant of the New Jerusalem : by faith assuring myself 
[ have but afew more davs to live below, a little more 
work to do: and then I shail lav aside my glass; and be 
admitted to a nearer vision and fruition of God, and see 
him face to face. 

By this means, I shall always live, as if I were daily to 
die ; always speak, as if my tongue, the next moment,were 
to cleave to the roof of my mouth; and continually order 
my thoughts and affections in such a manner, as if my soul 
were just ready to depart, and take its fiight into the other 
world. By this means, whatsoever place I am in, or what- 

never work I am about, I shall still be with my God, and 
ilemean myself so, as if with Si. Jerome, Iheard the voice 
of deg trumpet crying out, Awake, ye dead, and come te 
Tue Joment. , 
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And thus, though I am at present here in the flesh, yet I. 
ghall look upon myself as more really an inhabitant of hea- 
yen, than Iamupon earth. Here I am but as a pilgrim or 
@ sojourner, that has no abiding city ; but there I havea 
gure and everlasting inheritance, which Christ has purchas- 
ed and prepared for me, and which faith has given me the 
possession of. And, therefore, as it is my duty, so I will 
constantiy make it my endeavor, to live up to the character 
of atrue Christian, whose portion and conversation is in 
heaven, and think it a disgrace and disparagement to my 
profession, to stoop to, or entangle myself with, such toys 
and trifles, as the men of the world busy themselves about ; 
or to feed upon husks with swine here below, when it is in 
my power, by faith, to be continually supplied with spiritual 
manna from heaven, till at last lam admitted to it. And 
that I may awe my spirit into the performance of these, 
and all other my resolutions, 


Resoxtution III. 


Lam resolved, by the grace of God, always to be looking up 
on God, as always looking upon me. 


WHERESOEVER I am, or whatsoever I am doing, I 
must still consider the eye of the great God, as directly in- 
tent upon me, viewmg and observing all my thoughts, words 
and actions, and writing them down in the book of his re- 
membrance, and that all these, unless they be washed out 
with the tears of repentance, and crossed with the blood of 
my crucified Saviour, must still remain on record, and_ be 
brought in judgment against me at the great day. That 
therefore, I may always behave myself as in h’s presence, 
it behoves me thoroughly to consider, and be persuaded, 
not only that my outward man, but even also the secret 
thoughts, the inward motions and retirements of my soul, 
all the several windings and turnings of my heart, are ex- 
actly known and manifest, as anatomized before him. He 
knows what I am now thinking, doing and writing, as 
well as i do myself ; yea, he sees every word whilst it is 
in my heart, before it be brought forth and set down. He 
knows all the resolutions I have made, and how often, poor 
creature! I have broken them already, since I made them. 

Upon this consideration, I resolve to stand my grouné 
@gainst all temptations, and whenever [ find myself in dan- 
ger to be drawn aside by them, to oppose the bent of my 
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eorrupt affections, by these or the like questions: Am] re- 
ally in the presence of the Almighty, the great Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, and shall I presume to affront him to 
his face, by doing such things as I know are odious and 
displeasing to him ? I would not commit adultery in the 
presence of my fellow-creatures, and shall I do it in the pre- 
sence of the glorious Jehovah? I would not steal in the 
sight of an earthly judge, and shall I do it before the Judge 
of all the world? If fear and shame from men have such 
an influence upon me, as to deter me from the commission 
of sin, how ought I to be moved with the apprehensions of 
God’s inspection, who does not only know my transgres- 
sions, but will eternally punish me for them? 

May these thoughts and considerations always take place 
in my heart, and be accompanied with such happy effects 
in my conversation, that I may live with God upon earth, 
and so love and fear his presence in th’s world, that I may 
forever enjoy his glory m the next. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

ORDAINED, at Andover, Sept. 28, 1808, as a min- 
ister of the Gospel, the Rev. Eliphalet Pearson, L.L. D. 
The occasion was solemn, and deeply interesting to the 
fricnds of evangelical truth and piety, as will appear in the 
following account. 

The exercises were performed by the following persons : 
Rev. Daniel Dana, of Newbury-Port, made the introduc- 
tory prayer; Rev. Timothy Dwight, D. D. President of 
Yale College, preached a learned and ingenious sermon ; 
Kev. Samuel Spring, D, D. of Newbury-Port, made the 
consccrating prayer; Rev. Jonathan French, of Andover, 
gave the charge ; Rey. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. of Charles- 
town, gave the right hand of fellowship; and Rey. Dr. 
Dwight made the conclud’ng prayer. After the ordina- 
tion, the Rey. Eliphalet Pearson and the Rev. Leonard 
Woods were constituted Professors in the Theological 
Seminary ; and Mr. Professor Woods delivered an oration 
op the excellence of the Christian dispensation, 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


OUR readers, at least many of them, have heard of the 
Theological Seminary lately organized at Andover. As 
this Institution is new in its kind, and as every institution, 
especially to prou.ote real religion, is exposed to misrepre- 


‘ sentation, we deem jt necessary to give the public a brief 


account of its origin and design. 

This Seminary comes under the charter of Phillips's 
Academy at Andover. Phillips’ Academy was founded, 
by the Hon. Samuel Phillips, father of the late Lieutenant 
Governor Phillips, of Andover; together with the late 
ton. John Phillips, of Exeter, “and the late William Phil- 
lips, Esq. of Boston. 

‘The founders of that Academy express their design to 
promote piety and virtue, as well as ciassical learning ; and 
they obtained a provision in their charter for a Professor 
or Professors of Theology, provided some future benefac- 
tors should appear to establish funds for the support of 
such Professorships. Such benefactors have appeared, who 


Jiave nobly devoted some part of that property which God 


has committed to them, for the establishment of a Theo- 
logical Seminary, to furnish the churches with a learned 
and evangelical ministry. 

The widow of the late Lieutenant Governor Phillins, to- 
gether with her son the Hon. John Phillips, engaged to the 
Trustees of Phillips’s Academy a sum of money sufficient 
to erect one building which will furnish lodging rooms tor 
fifty students ; and anether building, to contain a kitchen 
and hall, and other necessary accommodations for their 
boarding. Samuel Abbot, Esq. of Andover, committed 
to the Trustees the sum of $.20,000, the annual income of 
which is to be appropriated to the support of a Professor 
of Christian Theology, reserving to himself the right of 
appointing the first Professor. He appointed the Rev. 
Leonard Woods, late minister of the Gospel at Newbury- 
Newtown, William Bartlett and Moses Brown, Esq’rs. 
of Newbury-Port, committed to the same corporation the 
sum of $.30,000; Mr. Bartlett $.20,000 and Mr. Brown 
$.10,000 ; for the support of other Professors. They ap- 
pointed Eliphalet Pearson, L. L. D. a Professor of Sacred 
Literature. The Hon. John Norris, of Salem, gave for 
the support of the institution $.10,000. 
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Beside the Trustees of Phillips’s Academy, there is to 
be a Board of Visitors. This Board is, at present, com- 
posed of the donors above mentioned, together with three 
other persons, the Hon. Caleb Strong, late Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Rev. Timothy Dwight, 
D. D. President of Yale College, and Rev. Samuel Spring, 
}). D. ot Newbury-Port. Altho’ the donors are Visitors 
of the institution, yet they are not allowed to appoint their 
successors ; and on the death or resignation of all the do- 
nors, the Board of Visitors will be composed of three per- 
sons only ; and they are to fill up the vacancies in their body 
occasioned by death, gesignation, or incapacity. The 
board of Visitors have a negative on the choice of the 
Trustees; that is; when the Trustees make choice of a 
Protessor, if it be not approved of by the Visitors, it is 
null and void; and they must choose until their choice 
ialls on the man who has the approbation of the Board of 
Visitors. 

Every Professor must subscribe toa creed. We cannot 
give the creed to our readérs ; but we can assure them, 
that they may find it, in substance, in the Assembly’s 
Shorter Catechism, It is the system of doctrine adopted 
by the first reformers, and by the fathers of New-England. 

‘The Theological Seminary is not to be in the stead of a 
College. Its design is not to furnish youth with a classical 
education; but-to complete the education which young men 
acquire at College, to fit them for the Gospel ministry. In 
short, the design of the founders is to furnish the churches 
at once with learned and evangelical ministers. 

For a young man to be adinitted into this Seminary, he 
must, except in some extraordinary cases, (such as distin- 
guished piety, together with uncommon natural abilities, 
and want of means to obtain a liberal education) have ob- 
tained a degree at some University ; he must be recom- 
mended as a hopefully pious person ; and give assurances 
of a determination to devote himseli to the Gospel ministry. 
Having obtained admission, he will have the benefit of a 
complete Theological Library, room, and instruction, with- 
out expense ; anc. beside this, provision is expected to be 
made to defray all the expenses of some who are indigent. 
It will be open equally to al! who are of the Protestant re- 
formed religion. When a student has entered, he must 
continue three years, and spend nine months, at least, of 
each year, at the Seminary, before he gan receive licens¢ 
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topreach. The Professors, with their families, together 
with the students, are to constitute a church, and attend 
religious worship and ordinances in the chapel. The Pro- 
fessors are to preach, and administer Gospel ordinances, 
in rotation, as they may agree. 

It appears, that the founders of this institution designed 
to remedy an evil which the friends of religion must have 
experienced and lamented. T he evil is this—Young men 
have gone into the work of the ministry without sufficient 
preparatory study. It seems to be a prevailing opinion with 
a certain class of people, that human learning is not a neces- 
sary aid to the office of a Gospel preacher. Hence persons 
assume that sacred office, who must betray gross ignorance 
and perversion of the Scriptures ; and through their igno- 
rance and mismanagement, religion is brought into con- 
tempt. It is suggested, that the apostles of our Lord were 
sent forth to preach without preparatory study: but there 
is no foundation for such an opinion. It is well known, 
that Paul, the most active of the apostles, was a Icarned 
man. He was thorouglily acquainted with all the prevail- 
ing philosophical svstcms of the age in which he lived, and 
he knew how to expose their fallacy, and counteract their 
effects. The other apostles were not allowed to go beyond 
the limits of jervaale m to preach, before they had been at 
least three years under the instruction of the most infallible 
Teacher, Jesus Christ. Besides this, on the day of Pen- 
tecost, they were, in a miracu'ous manner, furnished with 
the gift of tongues ; to obtain which, in the ordinary way, 
that is, without a miracle, a man must study several years, 
not less than three or four. 

Let it not be said, that Jesus Christ sent forth his apos- 
tles to preach, without preparation. Their minds were 
divinely illuminated. They were endued with power from 
on high. The mystevics of the kingdom - God were re+ 
vealed to them in an extraordinary wav.‘ They had the 
best advantages to know the will of God, and his purposes 
of redemption. 

Religion will be seen, by the great mass of mankind, in 
its ministers. Ifthey are learned and pious men, capable 
of opening the Scriptures, and meeting all the cavils and 
objections of gainsayers ; if there be a dignity in their de- 
portment, it w vill be respected. But if they are ignorant 
and pedantic men, perverters of Scripture, and unable to 
defend the religion which they pretend to preach, against 
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the objections of subtle infidels, it will be despised, except 
by the few who feel its power, and have sufficient discern- 
ment to recognize its reality, independent of the pervere 
sions of some novices who pretend to preach. 

It is perfectly absurd, as the learned divine observed, 
who preached on the occasion which we have noticed, that 
it should be thought necessary for a young man to spend 
seven years to learn how to make a shoe or an ax ; and 
vet, to unfold the great mysteries of providence, and teach 
sinners the way of life, a few months preparation is deemed 
sufficient. , 

In short,we cannot buthope,that this institution is the work 
of the Lord. “ The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,saith 
the Lord of hosts.’” God can dispose opulent men to make 
an offering of their wealth to him. We hope that the hearts 
of those liberal persons were moved to make the noble of- 
fering to Christ, to the intent that the churches may be 
favored with a pious, evangelical, learned and dignified 
ministry ; and that this is among the train of events to in- 
troduce that glorious state of the church which we are 

*saught to expect. 
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Revival of Religion in Connecticut and Vermont. 


WE hear, that there is a revival of religion in the State 
of Connecticut, and also in the western part of Vermont 
bordering on Lake Champlain. We hope it will be in our 
power to give our readers some particulars respecting these 
revivals, in our next number. 


Revival at Cape Cod. 


We learn from good authority, that’ at Wareham and 
Sandwich, on Cape Cod, there has been a very great and 
happy revival of religion. 
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fPHE Fountain of Jesus, Lord, help us to sing, 
The blood of our Saviour, our crucify’d King ; 
The Fountain that cleanses from sin and from filth, 
And richly dispenses salvation and health. 

















This Fountain of life he doth freely impart ; 

It flow’d from the wound, that went deep to his heast, 
With blood and with water; the first to atone, 

To cleanse us the latter, and make us his own. 

















This Fountain, from wickedness ever makes pure ; 
It gives to the soul an infallible cure ; 

If Christians, imperfect, contract a fresh stain, 
Its power may be proved again and again. 











This Fountain, unscaled, stands open for all, 
Who long to be healed, the great and the small ; 
Here’s strength for the feeble, who hither are led ; 
Here’s health for the sickly, and life for the dead. 














This Fountain, though rich, from expense is quite clear 
The poorer the wretch is, the more welcome here. 
Though needy and loathsome, beyond all compare, 
Make quick application ; come just as you are. 

















This Fountain, in vain, has yet never been try’d ; 

It e’er proves effectual wherever apply’d ; 

Though millions have prov’d its all-conquering powers, 
Its virtue remains for souls leprous as ours. 











Come hermits, come pilgrims, come, dry up rour tears ; 
Ye mourners, take comfort, dismiss all vour fears ; 

‘Ye sin-burden’d sinners, here’s healing for you; 

Come, wash and be clean, bid despondence adicu. 














Here’s healing for body, here’s healing for soul ; 
Weak frames are restoi’d, wounded spirits made whule ; 
The former shall slumber awhile under ground, 

But glorious be rais’d when the last trump shall sound. 
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